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Need to know Spotlight
Zoom Now Integrated in Canvas!
With this integration, instructors
can schedule and hold online
meetings that appear in the
Canvas course calendar. Read
more about how Zoom is Now
Integrated in Canvas as well as
this guide to Teach Online Class
Sessions with Zoom.

Google and Canvas

 

All UMN Canvas courses
now have access to a tool
that can help create a more
inclusive and equitable
learning experience in
Canvas. The Universal
Design Online content
Inspection Tool (UDoIT,
pronounced “you do it”) can
scan Canvas course sites to
identify and help correct
accessibility issues. Learn
how to access and use
UDoIT.

Canvas integrates with Google Drive to let you create collaborations and build content. Plus it
expands the options for students to submit assignments. But it's not 'one size fits all.' There are
two methods of connecting Google Drive with Canvas. Depending on your needs, either, both, or
only one may be suitable. The following articles will help you to select the right tool, enable it in
your course, and address common pitfalls. 

Canvas: Overview of Google Drive Integrations
Set Up Canvas to Use the Google Drive LTI Integration
Set Up Canvas to Use the Web Service Google Drive Integration
Troubleshooting Canvas Google Drive Issues
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Canvas January Release
Highlights
Instructure releases updates to Canvas monthly. See
the complete list of Canvas updates released on
January 18. 

The next Canvas release will be February 15, 2020.
 

Tips and Tricks
Canvas Community Blog
A great resource for Canvas information is the University of Minnesota Canvas
Community where UMN Academic Technology professionals share informative blog posts. For
example, see CBS’s Beginner's Accessibility with the Rich Text Editor. (You will need to be
logged into Canvas in order to access this online community).

Check out the webinar recaps from Academic Technology Support Services:

Canvas Basics
Using Media in Course Development

We invite all members of the University of Minnesota system to join this vibrant community. 

Book an Online Consultation
Instructional designers and academic technologists from Academic
Technology Support Services (ATSS) are available to consult with faculty
and staff to integrate technology into teaching and learning. Book an online
consultation.

Canvas Support
Canvas support is always just a click away. When you are signed into Canvas,
use the “Help” button in the maroon global navigation menu on the left. This
button gives you quick access to email, voice, or chat support. In addition, you
can email Canvas@umn.edu with questions. We’re here to help!
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Engagement & Learning Opportunities
New 1:Button Open House
Tuesday, January 28⋅2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  
Stop by and Tour the 1:Button Studio located in
Wilson Library, a fully-automated HD video recording
space with professional studio lighting and sound
equipment. These facilities are set up to record high-
quality video projects without any knowledge of lights
and cameras.

Unizin Data Platform (UDP)
Hackathon 
February 20-21, 2020 Austin, TX
Six University of Minnesota staff will attend this exciting hands-on opportunity! It’s not too late to
register for the Unizin Data Platform (UDP) Hackathon geared for Researchers, Data/Business
Analysts, and Developers. The event is an amazing opportunity to get hands-on experience with
teaching and learning data and meet fellow University colleagues working with teaching &
learning data to solve important problems at their institutions.

2020 STAR Symposium
February 28, 2020
Registration is now open for the 2020 STAR Symposium. This one-
day virtual conference, hosted by our MN State colleagues,
consists of presentations that focus on post-secondary pedagogical
approaches including delivery via face-to-face, blended, flipped,
and online classrooms. Find out more and register.

Events
Community Events: 

Canvas Coffee Time

Wednesday, Feb.12, 2020, 9:30 a.m., Join us on
Zoom 
Join colleagues to share what you have discovered or
to ask questions you want to be addressed. 

 

OIT offerings:
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New Features in the Canvas Gradebook

February 4, 2020 | 2:00 to 2:30 p.m.
Learn to use sorting, filtering, and arranging so that gradebook reflects how you think about your
course.
Additional details and registration 

Design Challenge: Choose Accessible Learning Content

February 14, 2020 | 11:00 a.m. to noon
Learn to foster an inclusive learning environment. Being intentional and choosing to make your
course accessible minimizes barriers to learning, reduces the need for individual
accommodations, and helps to ensure that all students have an equal opportunity to succeed.
Additional details and registration

Design Challenge: Online Peer Review with Engaging and Balanced
Assessments

February 20, 2020 | 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
Learn how a basic peer review process can lead to higher levels of engagement and
motivation. 
Additional details and registration

Canvas: Facilitate Groups and Collaborative Work

February 24-28
Learn about Canvas Groups, a feature that allows instructors to facilitate group work in a space
dedicated to each group within the Canvas environment. 
Additional details and registration

Introduction to Open Educational Resources

March 3, 2020
Learn what open educational resources are, why they are needed, and where to find them.
Examples of OER projects and initiatives at the University of Minnesota will be showcased.
Additional details and registration

Design Challenge: Using group work

March 25, 2020
This one-hour webinar will cover the basics of why group work is worth it, share examples,
explain the various ways that group work can be inclusive in Canvas, and highlight what
students have to say about the Canvas Group Space.
Additional details and registration

Read this message on the web.
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