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Simple Database
You want to build a repository of public entries, where users will submit there article reviews.

Probably you will want to collect and display the following info: 

a) Student name

b) Date submitted

c) Title of the article

d) Author

e) Article review itself

1. Add a database: 

Turn Editing on > Add an Activity > Database. 

Fill out Name “Article Review” and Intro “Submit it here” areas. Save Changes.

2. Create new fields for this database, as mentioned above: 

a) Student name field does not need to be added, since it already exists in the pre-sets

b) Add Date field
Click Fields Tab > from the Dropdown menu, select Date; Enter: 

· Field name – better to keep it short and do not use any spaces. E.g. simply type: “date”, or “entrydate”

· Field description – a short description what this field is all about e.g. “this is the date when a student submitted an entry”. No one will see the description, except designers.

c) Add Text field to hold Title of the Article

Click Fields Tab > from the Dropdown menu, select Text; Enter: 

· Field name – “title”

· Field description – ‘This is a title”

d) Add another Text field to hold Author

Click Fields Tab > from the Dropdown menu, select Text; Enter: 

· Field name – “author”

· Field description – ‘This is the author”

e)  Add Text Area field to hold article review

Click Fields Tab > from the Dropdown menu, select Text Area; Enter: 

· Field name – “review”

· Field description – ‘This is the review”

All database entries can be displayed on one page (View list tab) or one-by-ne (View single tab)

To add more entries, users need to click on the Add entry tab.

Review what we have so far by clicking View and Add tabs

Then, add 2 entries to see what the database will look like. 

Click on View and Add tabs again

You can control the layout of those three pages, by modifying their templates.

Therefore, now we will modify our templates, in order to alter their look and feel. 
3. Modify Templates (layout: the way your fields will be displayed on the screen)

3a. Click Template > Single Template.
You will get a Default view that had been already created for you by the system.

You can now modify anything you want there.

Database tool uses 2 tags.

· All user-created Fields are marked with double square-brackets.

· E.g. if Template has [[date]], then the corresponding View will display the Sept 10, 2007 automatically.

· All pre-sets (aka Buttons) are using double pound signs.

· E.g. if a Template has ##user##, the View will automatically display “Elena Ivanova” in the corresponding area.
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Let’s add who submitted this entry, change some text, and rearrange the order of fields.

Note that you do not have to use the table to organize the template, but it is nice to have it, thus student entries will look uniform.

1. Add User Name filed, so we will know who submitted the entry

· Enlarge Editor Screen, and then add another row to the table, by clicking in the first row first, and then clicking Insert Row Before button
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· In the first column type ‘Reviewed by”; in the second type ##user##

· Minimize the editor and MAKE SURE to click Save Template button

· Click on View Single tab to review the change.

2. Lets’ alter static text

· Change “date:” to “Date submitted”

· Change “author:” to “Article author”

· Change “title:” to “Article title”

· Change “review:” to “Article review”

· Align left

· Click on View Single tab to review the change.

Note: if you will change text inside the brackets [[date]], you will break the database view, since [[date]] is not a static text, this is a field (code) that you have set before. 

Thus, you need to edit the Field under the Fields tab first, e.g. rename ‘date’ into “Date1”

And only after that go to Templates and change [[date]] to [[Date1]] .

3b. Click Templates > List template
List View provides an overview of all entries made to the database, thus you probably want to keep the template for the List View short, and do not want to include too much info there.
Let’s add: 

a) Student name

b) Date submitted

c) Title of the article

d) Author

As for the article review itself, it will be probably too big, thus we want to keep it in a Single View.

To allow easier navigation, we will also arrange the template in that way, so it will display like a table. 

By default your view will look similar to this, which will give you one entry listed after another.
So, what we want to have is one entry per a single raw, therefore it will look like a table at the end.  
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Erase everything from the Repeated Entry area and add 5-column table: 
Type in those columns

· ##user##

· [[date]]

· [[title]]

· [[author]]

· ##more## 

Copy/paste this table in the Header area
Type:
· Submitted by (instead of the ##users##) 
· Submitted on

· Article
· Author
· More
Save changes and review
End result of the List Template should look similar to  this: 
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End result of View List tab will look like this: 
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3c. Click Templates > Add Template to modify how the ‘Add Entry” page should look like. 

